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RENEWING THE CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT - 


A PARTNERSHIP OF BUSINESS AND CITY GOVERIMENT 


Rewewwing the Central Business District - A Partnership of Business and 
City Government 

One of the most important projects included in Boston's $90,000,000 
DEVEL euler Program is the Central Business District urban renewal project. 
The ATED oe eS PR area is vital to the strengthening of the economic 
base of the entire city. 

One of the heartening and encouraging aspects of efforts to improve 
the Central Business District has been the enthusiastic support and par- 
ticipation of leaders of the business community. ‘The oes of the revi- 
talization of this District has been one of a partnership between the 
business community and City government. The ultimate success of this 
exiciting venture will very likely depend upon the continuing support 
of these private citizens. The voluntary participation of these community 
leaders illustrates how well a city may benefit when private and bublic 
groups join forces to improve their community. 

The Central Business District Lies in the centreof Downtown Boston. 
It is the heart of the City's commercial and financial strength. As such 
it is the business center not only for the city and its metropolitan area, 
but for the New England region as well. 

Lying in the center of a very ola ity, the CBD faces a number of 
serious problems similar to the dowmtow sections of other large "core" 
cities. The District is beset by heavy traffic congestion, aggravated by 
the narrowness and irregular patterms of many streets. Inadequate park- 
ing facilities have caused downtown merchants to feel the growing compe- 
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tition of suburban "Shopping centers obtaining a_growing proportion of to- 


tal metropolitan sales. 
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Q the area is heavily built up, with many obsolescent buildings, particular- 

ly on the fringes of the area, and has many small and irregularly shaped 
blocks which heighten traffic congestion now and which discourage suita- 
ble new development. While property taxes are presently very high, as- 
sessed valuations range from $12 to $70 per square foot within the dis- 
trict, further illustrating the loss of economic value to Boston from 
blight and obsolescence. 

The Central Business District has many strengths, however. It is 
well located, well served by rapid transit, and rich in historical sites. 
Perhaps its greatest strength lies in the leadership being exerted by 
Boston's business leaders in the efforts to revive the Central Business 
Districte 

For more than a year, frequent consultations were held between Mayor 
John F, Collins, leaders of the business commmity, and Boston Redevelopment 
ee ee eate to determine the best manner of proceeding with this im- 
portant project. Business&s organized the Committee for the Centrel Busi- 
ness District, Inc. They raised their own funds, appointed their own staff 
and opened an office. The committee has also raised funds to hire aa a plan- 
ning consultant Victor Gruen Associates to undertake a preliminary plan for 
the Central Business District. 

In order to establish a sound working framework for the planning 
and execution of the Central Business District project, a Memorandum of 
Understanding was approved and executed by the Mayor, the Boston Redevel-= 


opment Authority, and the Committee for the Central Business District. 


1.» | 
apelin kbsaey ager hband dapsaatoada pea A. er HERING 4 Brad ad er) >a 
Haqidd eheatoy ves te Leara “gene ood Bey yada 2Hdl to aoqate® ony co x | 
nadie aperatooaks abishy bea rot wo tdexy no onarsy cenit Rat debe axial 
=ad) iad mage yitmanig oo astah phere OH, .titnijote38 wo ote 
7aih att airte Foo aaaipa rake OU od BEG eps apust at BY rs 


Met aa ee 

cs: nested oF arikire pkiosto9 Ho, ago att sans RE Sek oth " (a 
ee es nh seca. 26800 eae 

ae 5 ok we aa attire ie ayt Joram eionigit baie on 7 chy 7 


aera feawiad Bk aay’ aro todtvacdo STR oy A ashe ee, 5 
owe tvsBok modaolt brn qydicammos azoniant sith to atshgod ae la 
afar Eosdad of! yok sodd eired) oid Hoa tauyed adoaoatant “dpahoa: +n 
"whats mio siarkh batckoryn <ahant vo ‘riack? Doatee vou oh fer: 
sgl a an xeid oe ahurk bantex oaks and sxsthero sell 100 580 rey, sani brs | 


~tth aitkh ditive gathsogesd fo tocits taod ae ativeanaae eat hale 


40% k ase iaaehitiae 9 XGirshiur oF aodiooral ieee) 4odgRe dre st inactoa 
“ad kvan? space ute 0 

quimwhlc oF s0% rtrowomst ysttatzorr Bdeiod 4: ihikdstaa oF ‘om at 
Xd onehueycouns t a aahese toterakh agac thant Serato ae o. efieca & ch 
“faribor dodagt a:it esol acti sa Hod 29 by bavostinn ai patiaitesabal 
sJoresaitd atsrieet Byshaed oft cot oaddbrer0 arith Brey in dao 


/ 


-3- 
The Memorandum provides for the continued close cooperation on this project. 
It recognizes the importance of the Committee in serving as a liaison to 
keep all businessmen within the District informed of planning activities. 
The Memorandum not—exnty assures aoe business community ot a ea: part 
in the renewal planning process-but also provides that aoe renewal plan ered 
hen Sed olageics wot \ 
_yhich_they-eppese wil ultimately be selected. For the Mayor and the 
Boston Redevelopment Authority, it assures that any plan ultimately pro-~ 
posed will have the support of the business community and will be feasible 
financially and in other respects. 

In August, 1962, the Boston Redevelopment Authority approved an ap- 
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plication for survey and planning funds of at 500,000, The Federal 
Grant reservation would amount to more than $17,000,000. The Boston City 
Couneil approved the application in September after a hearing in which lead- 
ing businessmen declared their support of the pmoject. 

At the present time, the Survey and Plannning Application , is being 
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reviewed by Federal authorities. In the eOECTS WE is going forward 


with the close cooperation of all parties. 
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